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A Theoretical Feasibility Study of Bridging Electronic Monitoring and Restorative Justice in Light
of Reintegrative Shaming Theory From “Digital Stigma” to “Supportive Scaffolding”
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Abstract

Electronic monitoring (EM), as a technology rooted in the paradigm of social control and modern
disciplinary architecture, appears fundamentally incompatible with the philosophical foundations of
restorative justice, which emphasize trust, accountability, and the restoration of damaged social
relationships. While surveillance theorists such as Foucault, Deleuze, and Cohen portray monitoring
technologies as instruments of power, expanding networks of control and internalized discipline, restorative
justice scholars, particularly Zehr and Braithwaite, emphasize victim participation, offenders’ voluntary
acceptance of responsibility, and the rebuilding of social relationships. This tension creates a fundamental
duality between security-oriented and restorative approaches. Using a descriptive—analytical method and
drawing on domestic and international literature, this study examines whether these paradigms can be
theoretically reconciled. It addresses the question of whether a technology inherently associated with distrust
can serve a paradigm founded on trust and accountability. The study argues that John Braithwaite’s theory
of reintegrative shaming provides the conceptual bridge for resolving this apparent contradiction.
Braithwaite distinguishes disintegrative shaming, which condemns both the offender and the offense and
excludes the individual from society, from reintegrative shaming, which firmly condemns the wrongful act
while preserving the offender’s dignity and social identity. This distinction demonstrates that social control
is neither inherently beneficial nor harmful; its ethical value depends on its mode of application, discursive
framework, and institutional context. The findings indicate that electronic monitoring is inherently neither
stigmatizing nor reintegrative. Its function depends on the philosophical and organizational framework
governing its implementation. Within a control-oriented model, EM becomes a form of digital stigma,
attaching a lasting criminal identity to offenders, weakening their social ties, reducing prospects for
reintegration, and exemplifying the exclusionary shaming criticized by Braithwaite. By contrast, within a
restorative framework, EM can serve as a temporary supportive scaffold for reintegration if four conditions
are met: (1) surveillance remains subordinate to restorative objectives rather than becoming an end in itself;
(2) the offender’s dignity is protected while the offense is unequivocally condemned; (3) monitoring is
integrated with social support, treatment, and rehabilitation services; and (4) its duration is temporary and
purpose-oriented. Although this theoretical reconceptualization is feasible, its practical implementation
requires a two-level transformation. Discursively, electronic monitoring must be reinterpreted from
“imprisonment at a distance” to a restorative support mechanism within judicial and administrative culture.
Institutionally, implementing agencies must redefine their mission and provide specialized training for
practitioners. Without these changes, the implementation of Article 62 of Iran’s Islamic Penal Code is likely
to remain confined to a security-oriented managerial paradigm rather than fulfilling the objectives of
restorative justice.

Keywords: Electronic monitoring; Restorative justice; Reintegrative shaming; John Braithwaite;
Supportive scaffolding; Decarcerating; Article 62 of the Islamic Penal Code.
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