Assessing the capacity of the international legal system in prosecuting crimes and
reparations for the Third Imposed War against Iran

Abstract

Contemporary armed conflicts have demonstrated that traditional patterns of international accountability
are no longer, by themselves, capable of effectively addressing conduct in violation of international law.
States are therefore increasingly compelled to employ criminal, legal, diplomatic, media, and humanitarian
mechanisms in a coordinated and complementary manner. Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach and
relying on library-based research, this study examines the capacities of international criminal law, public
international law, international humanitarian law, international environmental law, and diplomatic
mechanisms in response to acts attributed to the United States and the Israeli regime against the Islamic
Republic of Iran. In this context, particular attention is given to the jurisdiction of the International Criminal
Court, the principle of universal jurisdiction, the potential use of fact-finding mechanisms, the role of
international documentation and evidence preservation, the legal status of the Strait of Hormuz,
responsibility arising from environmental damage, the destruction of cultural heritage, and the capacities
of relevant specialized international institutions. The findings demonstrate that, within the contemporary
international legal order, legal and public diplomacy, non-governmental organizations, media institutions,
and diplomatic missions can play a significant role in establishing international legitimacy, shaping and
managing narratives, and increasing the political and legal costs associated with conduct contrary to
international law. The study further finds that, although the international system remains substantially
influenced by disparities in power and political considerations, the strategic and multilayered utilization of
legal and diplomatic instruments may contribute to establishing international responsibility, reducing
impunity, and strengthening Iran’s legal and political position. The article ultimately concludes that the
success of states in contemporary conflicts does not depend exclusively on military hard power; rather, it
is increasingly contingent upon their capacity to integrate legal, diplomatic, humanitarian, and media
instruments in a coherent strategy aimed at generating international legitimacy, enhancing accountability,
and effectively articulating their position within the international legal order.

Keywords: International Criminal Law, Legal Diplomacy, Legal Regime of the Strait of Hormuz, United
Nations, International Legitimization.
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Council as a result of veto powers.
2. self-referral

5. https://www.icc-cpi.int/news/statement-prosecutor-international-criminal-court-mrs-fatou-bensouda-referral-bolivia
4. Exercise of jurisdiction
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ICC Prosecutor extends preliminary examination of the situation in Ukraine following second article 12(3) declaration |
International Criminal Court

4. The acceptance by a State which is not a Party to the Statute of the exercise of jurisdiction of the Court pursuant to article 12(3)
of the Statute is not limited to a particular incident or to specific crimes or perpetrators unless the declaration so provides.( ICC,

Appeals Chamber, Laurent Gbagbo Case, 12 December 2012, para. 1.)
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