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Abstract

The extinction of punishment is a fundamental institution in Iranian criminal law, contributing to
criminal justice, the protection of public interests, and the safeguarding of individual rights. The
Islamic Penal Code recognizes pardon, repeal of laws, forgiveness by the complainant, statutes
of limitations, offender repentance, and the application of the Dar’a rule as grounds for the
extinction of punishment. However, the implementation of these institutions is challenged by
conceptual ambiguities, conflicting interpretations, inconsistent judicial practices, and, in some
cases, incompatibility with jurisprudential principles or social necessities. This study aims to
provide a pathological analysis of the provisions governing the extinction of punishment under
the Islamic Penal Code and to propose solutions for their legislative and practical deficiencies.
The research employs a descriptive-analytical method and draws upon library sources, statutory
laws and regulations, and juristic and legal opinions. The findings reveal several major
shortcomings: ambiguity concerning the scope and requirements of repentance; conflicts
regarding the legal effects of pardon and forgiveness by the complainant; the lack of a clear
definition and criteria for Sharia-prescribed ta’zir punishments; uncertainty over the grounds for
interruption and suspension of limitation periods; unclear limits on the application of the Dar’a
rule; and disagreement over the repeal of certain criminal provisions. The study proposes setting
a definite deadline and appropriate legal consequences for the non-fulfilment of conditions in
conditional or suspended forgiveness; distinguishing interruption from suspension of limitation
periods while preserving the elapsed time until the obstacle is removed; requiring courts to state
the evidence of the offender’s remorse and rehabilitation in their judgments; and clarifying the
scope of Sharia-prescribed ta’zir punishments, the conditions of doubt, and the limits of the Dar’a
rule. It also requires distinguishing the effects of public and private pardons and determining the
status of collateral consequences of conviction. These reforms can reduce arbitrary
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interpretations, prevent undue delays, protect the parties’ rights, and enhance legal certainty and
predictability in criminal decisions.
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