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questions that extend beyond the conventional legal analysis of
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law and criminology. This editorial proposes a research agenda
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for examining the alleged violations through the conceptual and
S _ o DOI:

evidential frameworks of criminal responsibility, state 10.22034fjclc.2025.720961

criminality, victimology, and international criminal law. Its
central concern is how the factual record of large-scale violence
can be translated into legally cognisable evidence capable of
establishing individual responsibility across different levels of
political and military decision-making. . The editorial develops
this agenda around five interrelated fields of inquiry: the
documentation and critical assessment of the aggression and its
consequences; criminological analysis of patterns of state
violence and victimisation; the attribution of criminal
responsibility and the construction of viable models of
prosecution; the liability of accomplices and facilitators and the

jurisdiction of domestic courts; and the development of
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proportionate responses within the criminal justice system.
Particular attention is given to attacks on civilians and civilian
infrastructure, the destruction of cultural and religious sites,
command responsibility, complicity, digital and satellite
evidence, collective victimisation, reparations, and the
relationship between punitive and restorative justice. A
recurring problem addressed throughout the editorial is the
capacity of political and military power to appropriate legal
language in order to recast potentially criminal conduct as
security policy, military necessity, or anticipatory self-
defence. Criminal law scholarship therefore has a distinctive
task: to subject such justificatory narratives to rigorous
analysis by reconstructing chains of causation, identifying the
relevant mental elements, distinguishing political rhetoric
from legally material facts, and developing evidentially
sustainable accounts of responsibility. The broader argument
is that scholarship in criminal law and criminology should not
remain confined to retrospective description. It can
contribute to the systematic preservation of evidence, the
identification of responsible actors, the clarification of
jurisdictional bases, and the construction of prosecutorial
frameworks capable of being tested before competent
national or international forums. The editorial accordingly
calls for a transition from the documentation of collective
suffering to the production of legally structured records of
alleged criminality, thereby placing accountability, rather
than political characterisation alone, at the centre of the

scholarly response.
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