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Abstract

Background and Objective: Identifying the social determinants of criminal behavior is essential for
developing effective prevention policies. This study examined the factors influencing criminal tendencies
and offense types among female prisoners in Kermanshah Province. It investigated the effects of economic
status, education, social environment, age, family roles, and support networks on women’s offending
patterns. The main hypothesis was that socioeconomic pressures, demographic characteristics, and
environmental conditions are significantly associated with criminal tendency and offense type.
Methodology: This applied research employed a descriptive-analytical survey design. The study
population comprised all 80 female prisoners held in Kermanshah Central Prison during the first half of
2024. Given the limited population, a census method was used, and 70 valid questionnaires were analyzed.
Data were processed using SPSS. Pearson’s correlation, independent-samples t-test, analysis of variance,
chi-square test, and multiple regression were used to test the hypotheses.

Findings: Economic and social pressures had the strongest direct association with the severity of criminal
behavior. Income alone explained 50% of the variance in criminal tendency, while neighborhood crime
rates explained 21%. The findings also revealed an “education paradox”: higher educational attainment was
associated with financial offenses, whereas violent and drug-related offenses were more prevalent among
economically disadvantaged women living in socially disorganized neighborhoods. Age was significantly
associated with offense type. Motherhood had an inverse relationship with offending, while deviant peers
facilitated involvement in gang-related offenses.

Conclusion: Female criminal behavior is heterogeneous and results from the interaction between structural
strain and environmental opportunities. Criminal policy should therefore adopt differentiated interventions.
Specialized and independent employment opportunities should be provided for educated women,



particularly by reducing barriers related to criminal records. Vulnerable women should receive short-term
vocational training and livelihood support to address the economic roots of offending.

Keywords:
Female Criminal Behavior, Opportunity Structure Theory, Social Factors, Crime Typology, Kermanshah
Prison, Education Paradox, Differentiated Criminal Policy.
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