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Identification and Presentation of Supplementary Penalty Strategies for
Driving Offenses Using Documentary Analysis of Model Countries

Abstract:

Supplementary punishments in traffic violations, beyond simple monetary fines, play a crucial role in
improving road safety and reforming drivers' persistent behavior. Today, in countries leading in traffic and
transportation management, these punishments are significantly reducing violations and crimes. This
research aimed to identify and comparatively analyze supplementary punishment strategies for traffic
violations in six leading countries: the United States, China, France, Germany, Turkey, and Japan. The
research method employed was qualitative, based on the analysis of documents and content — laws,
regulations, official reports, and credible scientific studies — in the selected countries. The findings clearly
demonstrate that most of the studied countries have moved beyond traditional and purely financial penalties,
adopting a comprehensive, multifaceted, and systematic approach. These countries utilize a smart
combination of various tools, including an integrated negative points system, direct restrictions related to
driving licenses (such as suspension, revocation, and conditional driving), vehicle restrictions (such as plate
or vehicle impoundment), and, ultimately, educational interventions, public service restrictions (such as
loan denial, prohibition from government jobs), retraining, and rehabilitation (such as mandatory courses
and psychological evaluations). The analysis indicates that the certainty and speed of punishment
application have a far greater deterrent and corrective effect than simply increasing the severity of the
penalty. Suspension and revocation of driving licenses are recognized as the most effective and primary
deterrent tools in all systems. Negative points systems, functioning automatically, impartially, and
consistently with the law (e.g., using advanced cameras and integrating databases), significantly enhance
general deterrence and facilitate the timely identification of high-risk offenders. International success
stories clearly demonstrate that the simultaneous combination of punitive punishments with corrective and
rehabilitative actions leads to sustainable behavioral changes and a reduction in recidivism among offending
drivers. However, operational challenges such as the phenomenon of license point trading in China and
weaknesses in the uniform and comprehensive implementation of laws in Turkey have impacted the overall
effectiveness of these systems. Finally, this research, leveraging comparative findings and international
lessons learned, presents a set of 20 practical and contextually relevant implementation strategies tailored
to the legal and traffic environment of Iran. These strategies are designed based on a "Vision Zero"
conceptual framework and emphasize the establishment of a comprehensive negative points system,
accelerating and smartening administrative processes, and strengthening educational and rehabilitative
interventions. The ultimate goal is to provide an operational and localized framework for improving road
safety and sustainably reducing deaths and injuries resulting from traffic accidents in the country.

Keywords: Road safety, Deterrence and rehabilitation, Driving offenses, Supplementary penalties.
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