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The Position of the Scapegoat Theory in Security-Oriented Criminal Policy: With an Approach to
the Iranian Legal System

Abstract

Criminal policymaking is a process that responds to criminal behavior based on a logical framework
based on the values and requirements of society in order to restore order and security to society. In some
circumstances, legal-political systems, especially under the influence of a populist atmosphere, tend to
focus on specific groups of criminals (such as illegal immigrants, addicts, etc.) as "scapegoats" and
implement strict criminal policies. The aim of this work is to divert public opinion from the complex roots
of insecurity, create a false sense of security and social unity, and gain political legitimacy through a
display of power and decisive response. From this perspective, it can be said that criminal policy is
related to and affects each other with security, populism, and the scapegoat theory, and the main issue of
this article is to examine and explain this relationship in Iranian criminal policy.

The research method in this study is descriptive-analytical and, using library and documentary resources,
explores the theoretical foundations, indicators, and consequences of this approach. The research findings
show that the combination of criminal populism and the scapegoat mechanism leads to the formation of
policies that are mainly showy, lack real efficiency in reducing crimes, and violate the fundamental
principles of criminal law such as justice, proportionality of crime and punishment, and the prohibition of
discrimination. These policies not only do not solve the main problem, but also lead to distrust in
governing institutions and the weakening of democracy by fueling moral panic, creating social
resentment, and ignoring the root causes of crime.

Consequently, it should be emphasized that moving beyond the paradigm of de-securization and short-
term populism and moving towards a “rational and evidence-based criminal policy” that focuses on social



prevention, rehabilitation, and solving the socio-economic roots of crime is essential. The prerequisite for
such an approach, which not only leads to more sustainable security, but is also fully consistent with the

standards of a fair criminal justice system and human rights, is the reform of criminal policies in various
legislative, judicial, executive, and preventive dimensions.

Keywords: Criminal policy, criminalization, populism, security orientation, scapegoat.



