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In parallel with the expanding influence of terrorism and the
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necessity for effective countermeasures against this ominous s

phenomenon, the method of addressing this violent crime during Vol. 2 | No. 4 | Fall 2025 and
Winter 2026

the preliminary investigation phase has garnered significant (Original Article)

attention. Consequently, drafting and establishing special https://jclc.illrc.ac.ir

regulations aimed at preventing the occurrence or escalation of DOI:

. . . . . 10.22034/jclc.2025.2068077.1230
terrorist attacks in the pre-trial stage plays a vital role in

enhancing the state’s protective function toward society.
Differentiated proceedings in the realm of terrorism are justified
from two perspectives : that of the offender, considering the high-
risk nature of terrorist perpetrators and the complexity of
detecting imminent acts; and that of the victim, regarding the
necessity of formulating protective measures and compensation
schemes.

Following the September 11 attacks and the July 2005
bombings, the legal systems of the United States and the United

Kingdom adopted regulations based on a differentiated
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approach.These include mechanisms such as preventive
detention, surveillance of communications, the use of special
agents to monitor potential activities, and restrictions on the
right to access a lawyer. Findings indicate that these two
countries, adopting a security-driven approach, have
distanced themselves from the tenets of the New Social
Defense doctrine and have tended toward a return to the
Classical School of criminal justice. In contrast, the Iranian
legal system, despite the ratification of scattered regulations
such as the Law on Combating the Financing of Terrorism,
lacks a comprehensive and coherent framework for
differentiated proceedings in terrorist crimes. This paper
seeks to answer what differentiated mechanisms the US and
UK legal systems utilize during the preliminary investigation
of terrorist crimes, and how Iran’s laws can be revised and
supplemented in line with national interests. Utilizing a
descriptive-analytical method and relying on library
resources, this research attempts to answer these questions
and provides solutions for addressing existing deficiencies
and gaps in the Iranian legal system through a comparative

study.

Keywords: Terrorism; Differentiated Procedure; Pre-

Trial Stage; United States; United Kingdom; Iran.
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